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In the Application of: 
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"1^ 3 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, applicant wishes to make the following references 
of record in the above-identified application. These references may be materiaL-to the 
patentability of the presently pending claims. A copy of the references cited below are enclosed 
along with a completed PTO Form- 1449. 



U.S. Patent No. 
U.S. Patent No. 
U.S. Patent No. 
U.S. Patent No. 
U.S. Patent No. 
U.S. Patent No. 
U.S. Patent No. 



4,399,093 
4,654,181 
5,225,136 
5,538,413 
5,690,886 
5,766,654 
5,833,913 



August 16, 1983 
March 31, 1987 
July 6, 1993 
July 23, 1996 
November 25, 1997 
June 16, 1998 
November 10, 1998 



Kirby, et al. 
Brandenstein, et al. 
Furugohri, et al. 
Gardner, et al. 
Kurihara 
Groleau 
EUwood, et al. 



In accordance with MPEP §§ 609 and 707.05(b), it is requested that the documents cited 
be given thorough consideration and that they be cited of record in the prosecution history of the 
present appUcation by initialing by tiie Examiner on Form PTO-1449, so that they will appear on 
the face of the patent issuing on the present application. 
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The present disclosure statement is being submitted on compliance with 37 C.F.R. §1.56 
as an Examiner might consider the cited documents important in deciding whether to allow the 



admission that such documents are necessarily relevant or prior art. No representative is 
intended that the cited documents represent the results of a complete search, and it is anticipated 
that the Examiner in the normal course of examination, will make an independent search and will 
determine the best prior art, and in the course of such search, will review for relevance the 
documents cited on the attached form even if not initialed. 

The accompanying Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months 
of the U.S. filing date or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No 
certification or fee is required. 

Early and favorable consideration is earnestly solicited. 



application to issue as a patent, but the citation of such documents is not to be construed as an 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 
BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 



Date: April 2, 2002 



By: 




Robert H. Resis, Reg. No. 32,168 



10 S. Wacker Drive 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312)715-1000 



Attorneys for Applicant 
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1 Examiner 




Date 
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1 Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
confomiance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^ See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.Qov or MPEP 
901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the 
indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. ^ Kind of document by the 
appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. ^ Applicant is to place a check mark here If 
English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form Is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should t>e sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington. DC 20231. 



